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Preface. 

The series of astrological-astronomical tablets commonly known as the 'Iliumination'(?) of 
Bel, so far as it is certainly known and contained in the British Museum collections, together with 
others related to this series, is given in the following pages. There were at least seventy tablets in 
the series as we learn from K 2329, Rev. (p. 29). Page i gives the label to the series, and a simi- 
lar label of another series is subjoined, as it enables us to restore the former. I have arranged the 
numbered tablets and those whose places can be determined by the aid of the catch-lines according 
to the numbers of the colophons. Occasionally, in order to fill out the page, I have inserted a tab- 
let, or fragment of a tablet, which is not definitely known to belong to the tablet which it follows 
(as in the case of IC 886, p. 11), or, which are known to have no connection, except in the general 
character of their contents (as K. 11094, p. 13). I have indicated these additions in the Index by 
means of a horizontal line drawn beneath the last number belonging to the tablet 

Following the numbered tablets on pp. 48—52, and pp. 93—94, are several which evidently 
belong to the series, but which cannot with certainty be assigned to a definite place within it In 
addition to these I have added a number of miscellaneous texts of the class of 'forecasts' which,* if 
not all of the series, are nevertheless related closely enough to it to be studied in connection with 
it At the end I have appended a few texts of an explanatory character and relating to the series. 

The publication of these texts was undertaken at the suggestion of Dr. E. A. Wallis Budge, 
Keeper of the Department of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities in the British Museum. I take advan-, 
tage of this opportunity of publicly acknowledging the many official courtesies received from him, 
which tended to facilitate the work of copying and collating. 

I have endeavoured to give correct copies, as far as this was possible for me, but no one 
is bett.,r aware than I am of the difficulties which btset the copyist where the nature of the subject 
is often obscure, the tablet badly written, or badly preserved. And these conditions exist in many 
instances in the tablets of this series. 

I shall be glad, therefore, if my critics will kindly contribute their quota to the study of 
these texts by pointing out any errors they may discover. A criticism which satisfies itself with the 
ungracious suggestion that the author knows little about the subject and that he has made many 
and inexcusable errors, but does not take the trouble to point them out, has surely been guilty of a 
performance which must be much more indicative of his own misconception of the critics* duty than 
gratifying or helpful to his readers. And in so far as such a review must inevitably convey a false 
impression to the reader it is not only manifestly unjust but argues a certain mental or moral ob- 
liquity on the part of the writer. 
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IV 

Professor Jensen has favoured me with a review of Vol. II of my Religious Texts, in the 
Theologische Literaturzeitung, 1899, No. 3, the closing sentence of which justifies and compels the 
above remarks. It would at least have tended to remove our suspicion of 'Diinkelhaftigkeit* to 
acknowledge that his review of Vol. I was based upon an unfinished work which he inadvertently or 
mistakenly dealt with as final. When the finished texts stood before him, to which we feel confident 
Dr. Jensen can not add many or serious corrections, he failed to acknowledge his error which I had 
plainly pointed out in the Preface to Vol. II, where I also stated my reason for bringing out Vol. I 
before I was ready to add 'Corrections.* 

Father Scheil appropriated, translated^ and published without permission in the Revtte de 
rHistoire des Religions, 1897, some of the more important and easy texts which I had copied and 
published in Vol. I, of which I had promised a translation in the Preface. Father Scheil's brief intro- 
duction is quite in keeping with his literary brigandage. Having assured his readers that I do not 
understand my own texts he thinks that no one is likely to cry out au voleurl He says that the 
connaissejirs discerneront facilement les parties corrigies . . par nous. He would have done well to 
add in this connection that Volume II containing corrections to Vol. I had appeared some months 
previously by the author himself. Father Scheil's translations of Assyrian texts have called forth 
such serious criticisms in the past that he can ill afford to speak of incompetency in others, espe- 
cially when he proceeds to furnish us with fresh evidences of his vulnerability in the translation of 
these texts. I have read hastily only two or three of his translations of my texts and am reminded 
of Johnsons' famous remark that „a man does not need to eat a whole leg of mutton to find out that 
it is rotten." The very first line of Scheil's translation is a blunder of the most superficial kind. 

Page I, 1. I = e-bir sami-e §api-ku ir§i-tim 

Who traverseth the heavens, who heapeth up the earth, is translated: 

by Scheil : Dieu qui crie a neuf les cieux, fabricateur de la terre^ 
1. 2 == ba-ki-ki meP'- tam-tim mu-ur-ris arisu(?)-tu. 

Who poureth out the waters of the sea, who planteth the planting? 
Scheil: qtii inesure les eatix de la mer, qui plante Fespace. 

The first part of the text containing the hymn to Marduk Scheil separated from the second 
part in praise of his spouse, Sarpanit, notwithstanding the fact that the text makes them both dwellers 
in the same temple E-Ud-UL One of the most important parts of the text, the rubric which joins 
the two sections, is omitted altogether. Yet this rubric shows that after the hymn to Marduk was said 
or sung in the presence of Marduk the worshipper was directed to go before $arpanit and there 
repeat the following one. 

istu pan Bel §i-ma ana belti-ya il^ribu suatu kibi 

From the presence of Bel go forth aiid to the divine lady this prayer speak. 

This fact, and the relation of Sarpanit to Marduk, are by far the most important parts of the 
text. The former, Scheil omits entirely, presumably either because he could not translate the line, 
or did not appreciate it; by the mutilation of the text he makes it impossible for his readers to 
discover the second. 

On the same page, in the hymn h Aliur, from 1. 4 to 1. 24, from two to four signs are wanting 
at the beginning of each line in the text, but, with the exception of eight of them, Scheil represents 
them as complete and the parties 'restitutes par nou^ les connaisseurs discernent facilement, 

11. II — 12 e.g. fana kul]-lu-me ad-na-a-ti a-fear-riS lu-up-ti. 

fana la m]a-se tah-sis-tu a-na §e-me-e ar-ku-u-ti 

[I show for]th (ASur's glory) to all lands i will declare (it) for the future. 

[That] the memory [be not forgotten], that the future may hear. 
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Scheil: i C admiration des ptupUs^ je veux U reveler ouvertement; 
je chanter ai son intelligence^ pour les jours h venir. 
In the following line the verb, or pronoun, is lost entirely in the first member of the paral- 
lelism, but Scheil scorns to notice the fact and translates the line, 

. . . a-na da-ra-a-ti lu-Sar-bi e-nu-us-su 
[ ] forever I will magniiy his lordship, 

pour Fitemite. je celebrerai son pontificcU! 

ASSur was no pontifex! 

The broken lines 15 & i6 both begin with ban&. Scheil makes no suggestion of their in- 
completeness and the b&nuinLishe translates correctly by criateur^ but the same word in L 16 
he translates jils. 

1. 15 pa-ti-ku I)ur-§a-a-ni {= the creator of the forests) Scheil translates auteur des habita- 
tions; L 16 banA il&ni (= creator of the Gods) he translates Jils (TAnu! In 15 my text gave ffi 
for ffar by oversight, but even a beginner should have recognized the error when translating, 
lines 20. 21 are according to the text: 

.... ki-ma Sad-di-e ul tu-ta-a Sa i-§id.s[a]. 
.... [ki]-ma 5i-tir bu-ru-um-me ul i-§id-sa a-dan-na 
[his . . .] like the mountains thou discoverest not the foundation thereof 
[his . . .] like the firmament its base b without bound(?) 
Scheil translates as complete lines and as follows: 
Son esprit est comme les montagnes, vous tien voyez pas les fondements, 
Comme les constellations du del, vous ne fixes pas de lintite h leur chiffre. 

If ul i-§id-sa a-dan-na may be translated, vous ne jixez pas de limite a leur chiffre and 
i-§id-sa Bs les fondements, the Assyrian lai^^uage is the tohu wavohu of all speech. 

On page 3, the continuation of the same text, in the first line the first sign ia which begins 
the second half of the line is put at the beginning of the line and Scheils' rendering of the line: 

Sa la im-mat)-t)a-ru ka-bal-§u 

whose battle cannot be opposed, 
b: sa (for Sa) . . . nul tCy pinitre! 

The fourth line which reads: 

. . nu ilu Bel Ilu Ea a»be-lit Igigi u a«[A-nun]-n|a-k]it 
Bel Ea the divine lady of the Igigi and Anunaki 

Scheil faib utterly to restore and mbtranslates. 
Lines 10 & 11 he translates: 

d^un eycle de rigne lointain^ qtiil lui fasse aimer E-iarra 

Afin qtiil ait sur les livres et proclafne sans cesse. 

But the Assymxi reads: 

paldp>- ar-ku Sanitipi- la ni-bi 
a-a im-ma-Si ta-nit-ti '^ASur li-$at)-sis E-§ar-ra 
Long regnal years, years without number. 

Let not tlie Glory of Aiur be forgotten, may Esarra be remembered. 
Scheil joined the first half of line 10 to the second half of line 11, dropped entirely the second 
part of line 10 and the first part of line 11, and gave the above as the result! 

On page 4, 1. 12, we read the following line ascribed to the petitioner of Istar: un ton 
rdti sur une poile dispose-moi et rassasie moil as the pretended translation of: 
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VI 

az-^up-ki karpat a-da-rim §i-man-ni u mug-ri-in-ni 

I have set up for thee a sacrificial (?) vessel; hear thou me, and be gracious to me. 
These are examples, and not exhaustive even, of the 4 pp. which I have hastily looked 
over. Surely so very fallible a worker as Father Scheil is unfortunate in being gifted with such a 
large degree of temerity. Witness his last juggling with the name of Chedorlaomer. He reads: 
um-(um) §a ku-dur-nu-uh-ga-mar instead of 
$abum (um) bu§& I-nu-uh-sa-mar, and translates 
with the two lines preceding: 'The goddesses of the land of Emutbalim, as a reward for thy valour on 
the day of the defeat of Kudurlagamar, I give thee/ For : The goddesses of E. which are assigned 
to thee, the troops under the command of Inufjsamar will bring to thee in safety. See Introduction 
to King*s Letters etc, of Hammurabi. 

Father Scheil published Recueil de signes archaiques, Thureau-Dangin in his excellent 
work, LEcriture Cuneiforme, calls attention p. VH, Note (i), to the forms offered by Scheil and writes 
Je crois nicessaire de faire observer que les formes cities par le P. Scheil aux N" 15, 44, 51, 97, 
120, 124, 138, 147, 148 et 192 tiexistent pas^ et sont le risultat d^erreurs de lecture^ fai pu le constater 
en me reportant aux textes eux-memes ou aux copies que fen avais prises. Enough said! 

I hope that those who are interested in the astrology and astronomy of the Babylonians 
will find the present publication of value as a contribution to the study of the subject 

University of Michigan, March 1899. 

James A, Craig, 
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